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Moses was once passionate for God, but became despondent

Take Root and Bear Fruit after his failure; was once courageous, but became timid after
his escape; was once close to God, but became alienated
Pastor Caleb Huang from God after his start at shepherding. He no longer thought

about God and the sufferings of his people. He focused only
on caring for his wife and children and developing his
shepherding career, rather than on God and His work. He was

—% - E ‘ ~

This year our church’s annual theme is to “take root and so far away from God until the age of 80, when God appeared

bear fruit,” with an emphasis on Christians’ growth in to him.

spiritual life and service. “Taking root” is an invisible

process, yet “the borne fruit” is the visible finished In the wilderness, God transformed Moses and turned his

product. If we want to bear evident and abundant fruit, heart around. Moses got to know God more, gained a deeper

we must first have roots that are deep, though unseen. understanding of himself, and realized the purpose and plan
God had for him. This is how Moses experienced the

As for Christians, to “take deep spiritual root” is to wilderness being turned into holy ground. When Moses

deepen the intimate relationship with the true God and committed to following God’s plan and will, he did not live in

continuously submit to the guidance from the light of the vain but lived for God throughout the last forty years of his life.

Truth; to “bear spiritual fruit” is to live out the goodness

of the Holy Spirit in our daily lives and manifest the Let’s take a look at Exodus 3:1-15 and learn how God

power of the Holy Spirit in our daily service, in order to revealed Himself to Moses:

fulfill God’s will. By doing so, we can shine His light,
bear His witness, glorify Him, and benefit His people.

— Exodus 3:1-15 _—
Among the many Bible characters, Moses in the Old
Testament is a saint of abundant life as well as God’s “Moses... led the flock to the far side of the
servant with outstanding service. The Bible comments wilderness....” (verse 1)
on his spiritual life as “a very humble man, more humble
than anyone else on the face of the Earth” (Numbers “Do not come any closer. Take off your sandals, for
12:3) and “a dear friend to God to whom He spoke face the place where you are standing is holy ground.”
to face” (Numbers 12:8, Exodus 33:11, Deuteronomy (verse 5)
34:10). The Scriptures also exemplify Moses as “God’s
servant faithful in all His house” (Numbers 12:7, “l am the God of your father, the God of Abraham,
Hebrews 3:5). the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” (verse 6)
What Moses went through is indeed the role model for “I' have indeed seen the misery of my people in
today’s Christians. Therefore, let us delve into his life to Egypt... and | am concerned about their suffering.”
reflect on this theme - to take root and bear fruit. (verse 7)
A J
“I AM WHO | AM.” (verse 14)

- e | )
N N

Ever since his childhood, through his own mother in the _ “
disguise of his nurse, Moses was aware that all the Egyptian \\V =3 = \J/f
idols, such as oxen, snakes, frogs, and the sun, were not God, /i\ g [i\
but that only the Lord who reigns over all creation is the true

God. Perhaps because of his mother, Moses valued God more Moses had tended sheep in the wilderness for forty years. He

than his princely status, the royal pleasures, and his future. gradually forgot about God.

At the age of forty, when Moses saw how the Israelites were He might have asked this in his heart, “Ever since | was little,
mistreated by an Egyptian, he beat that Egyptian to death. At my mother had been telling me the God of Israel was the true
that time, he did not understand God’s principles and did not God. Then why did God not see, hear, or come to the rescue
act according to God'’s timing; nor did he seek God’s guidance.  when the Israelites were afflicted by harsh labor for so many
As a result, he failed. Pharaoh wanted to take his life, so he years? Could the Egyptian gods of ox, snake or sun be more
fled to the wilderness in Midian. And this flight cost him forty real? If God is the true living God, why didn’t he do

years. something?”

Words of Blessing | December 2017 7
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Perhaps Moses had reflected upon his own life. To save his
own people, he forsook the royal pleasure and his status as a
prince. In turn he was pursued by Pharaoh and then hid in the
wilderness for forty years. If God is the true living God,
wouldn’t He remember me?

The Israelites were quite prosperous in Egypt when Joseph
was the prime minister there. Before he passed away, Joseph
commissioned the Israelites to carry his bones back to
Canaan. Now it seemed to be hopeless. How would it be
possible?

God had said this to Abraham: “Your descendants will go
down to Egypt and be mistreated there.... In the fourth
generation | will bring them back to Canaan.” Now that we are
the fourth generation, why have we not been brought back to
Canaan yet?

On that day, Moses saw flames of fire from within a
bush. God knew what he was wondering and
called his name. “Moses! Moses! | am the
God of your father, the God of Abraham,
the God of Isaac and the God of
Jacob. | have indeed seen the misery
of my people in Egypt. | have heard
them crying out because of their
slave drivers, and | am concerned
about their suffering. So | have

come down to rescue them.... So
now, go. | am sending you to
Pharaoh to bring my people the
Israelites out of Egypt.”

In the flames of fire and right before
Moses, God revealed that He is the true
living God.

Now, in your own life journey, God should not be
just in your imagination. He is right by your side, and He
is the true living God.

When we have setbacks in our careers or even lose our jobs,
let’s not forget that God is right with us! When we have health
problems, when we have disobedient children, when we have
so many sufferings in our circumstances, when we feel so
distressed under great pressure, let’s not forget, God is right
with us!

Despair and hopelessness are not patents of Christians; the
giants of faith can also lose their hearts. Martin Luther was an
outstanding Christian. However, in the face of persecution from
the Catholics, he feared and moaned and lost his heart to
continue the Reformation.

The Voice of Our Shepherds

Martin Luther’s wife was very wise. One day she sat in the
study, wearing all black. Martin Luther asked, “No one passed
away lately in our families. Why are you wearing black clothes
as if you were mourning for someone?” She replied, “Yes, we
do have someone who passed away in our family. Why not?”
Martin Luther then asked, “Who is it?” She answered, “Our
God passed away!” Martin Luther was enraged and said,
“How could you say such things? You are dishonoring God.
You can never say such ungodly words.” She then asked
Martin Luther, “If God has not passed away, why have you
been moaning and in despair? What you have chosen to do
tells me your God has died.”

Martin Luther was totally awakened. The true living God was
right by his side. Why was he discouraged and disheartened?
God is on the side of the Truth — so God was his only choice.

In front of the emperor and the representative of the Pope,

Martin Luther proclaimed, “I cannot choose but
adhere to the word of God, which has possession

of my conscience; nor can | possibly, nor will

| even make any recantation, since it is
neither safe nor honest to act contrary
to conscience! Here | stand; | cannot

do otherwise, so help me God! ”

After 12 years of struggle, Martin
Luther came to know that God is
on his side and is his mighty
fortress. He then wrote this

R renowned hymn - “A Mighty

Fortress is Our God.” God
continued to invigorate him. Martin
Luther renewed his strength and
accomplished the Reformation.

If your faith is gradually getting colder,
please don't forget that the God we believe
in is the true living God. The resurrected Son of
God, Jesus Christ, wants to be with us always, to the
very end of the age. He sees, hears and knows everything.
He wanted to come to the world and redeem, and He wants to
use us. If you have such a change in your heart, that is the
miracle to experience the change “from wilderness into holy
ground.”

- Y
\ N

When Moses saw the flames of fire from within a bush, he
wanted to get closer. God said, “Do not come any closer. Take
off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy
ground.” The burning fire gave out great light. It could shine
through the darkness and refine by burning. The fire represents
God. If you want to come near to God, you must first purge
your scum, dross, and darkness.

BiE | 20174+ = A
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Here, once again, Moses came to know the holiness and
righteousness of God. Anyone who is not holy and is unwilling
to repent cannot have access to the holy, glorious and
righteous God, and cannot know Him more deeply. As we live
in this world, we often get stained. We must confess our sins
and repent to come near to God. Even Isaiah, who sent God'’s
message, responded as below when he saw the glorious God
in the Holy Temple.

“The seraphim were calling to one another, ‘Holy, Holy, Holy....’
But Isaiah cried, ‘Woe to me! | am ruined! For | am a man of
unclean lips, and | live among a people of unclean lips..."”
(Isaiah 6:5). This prophet even asked God to clean his lips, his
most used instrument by God, so that he might come near to
God.

Dear brothers and sisters, God is utmost holy and righteous. If
we want to know him more and experience him more, He
wants to shed His light onto our hearts. Therefore, when we
defile ourselves and are overcome by sins, we must
immediately repent, confess our sins, and ask for cleansing by
the precious blood of our Lord Jesus. We must not hide our
dark side, refuse to confess our sins and stubbornly reject
God. The Bible says, “Those who cleanse themselves from the
latter (articles for common use) will be instruments for special
purposes, made holy, useful to the Master and prepared to do
any good work.” Before God, may we seek Him, experience
Him and have a deeper relationship with Him, so that we may
embrace the blessings of knowing God.

«( Kind and merciful God
/0\

Standing before the burning bush, Moses saw that though the
bush was on fire it did not burn up. The fire kept on burning,
but the bush still existed. This is a phenomenal miracle. Bible
scholars view this event from different perspectives and often
hold differing interpretations. When Moses saw the burning
bush, what on Earth could have been on his mind?

The bush was on fire, but it did not burn up. Perhaps Moses
first thought that this was out of God’s almighty protection.
Otherwise, the bush would have been burned up within
minutes. But right here, the bush was not burned at all. So,
Moses might have been thinking that the bush represented the
Israelite people and the fire was their great afflictions. The
Israelites were under severe persecution by Pharaoh. Without
God'’s protection, they would have been wiped out. But they
were not.

Pharaoh commanded the Israelites to perform harsh labor.
They went to gather their own straw, suffered from making
bricks and mortar non-stop from morning till night, to the point
that they died from over-exhaustion.
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Pharaoh then commanded the midwives to kill all the Israelite
newborn boys and not let any live. By doing so, the Israelites’
population would be decreased. However, the Bible tells us
that the midwives feared God and let the boys live. The
Israelites became more numerous instead.

Baby Moses survived under impossible circumstances as he
was hidden for three months. He was later placed in a papyrus
basket and put among the reeds along the bank of the Nile.
God saved Moses and allowed the Israelites to survive
through various ways, and they multiplied and prospered
greatly. Isn’t this like the bush that was in the flames of fire yet
did not burn up? Likewise, the Israelites were under deep
afflictions, yet God especially watched over them. This lets us
witness how our God is full of grace and mercy.

Maybe someone would ask God, “Why did you permit the
Egyptians to persecute the Israelites? Why not remove the
Egyptians so that the Israelites would suffer no more?” One of
the answers might be this: Because idol-worshipping was
rampant in Egypt then, if the Israelites had not been afflicted
and persecuted, they would have easily been impacted by the
pagan beliefs and participated in the idol-worshipping. Under
persecution by the Egyptians, the Israelites avoided
assimilation into the Egyptian religions and customs. God uses
many kinds of suffering to refine His children; this could be
one of the very important reasons. This also demonstrates
God’s love and compassion.

God allows suffering to happen to us in order to protect us
from being tangled by the world, defiled by sins, and
entrapped by the devil. God refines His people in the way Paul
says in the New Testament: “...suffering produces
perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope”
(Romans 5:3-5). God treats Christians in Christ full of
compassion and grace upon grace. Despite the kind of
sufferings you are going through, His grace is sufficient for
you.

nght in front of the flames of the burning bush, Moses came to
know God more and understood that He is the true living God,
holy and righteous, kind and merciful. God is so great, yet
Moses wanted more assurance. He asked God, “Suppose | go
to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has
sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is His name?’ Then
what shall | tell them?” God said to Moses, “| Am Who | Am...”
(Exodus 3:13-14). “I Am Who | Am” means He was, He is and
He is to come. He has no beginning and no end. If He has a
beginning, then He is not God, because He would not have
existed before that starting point. God has no beginning. He is
who He is. He is eternal.
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To know God, we must first understand “l was, | am and | am
to come,” i.e., the existence from everlasting to everlasting. “I
Am Who | Am” (the same root as the Hebrew word of “| am”)
means “lI Am the one Who | Am.” God’s name is “l am.” God
rules over the universe and all creation. He oversees, He
governs, and He reigns. He owns everything, and everything is
His.

God is “I Am” - the very answer Moses wanted. This is
because when Moses led the Israelites out of Egypt, he had to
face Pharaoh’s very powerful army. Moses knew God is
almighty, the source of all powers. The power of God exceeds
that of Pharaoh.

Pharaoh had quite a few counselors and magicians, but Moses
knew that God is the source of all wisdom, strategies and
tactics. So long as God was present, Pharaoh’s magicians
were never able to defeat Moses.

Moses also knew that nature is God’s, the land and the animals
are God’s, and the Red Sea is God’s. Therefore, God is able to
rule everything. For anything, so long as God is with us, God is
the answer. So Moses committed to God’s commission, i.e., to
save the Israelites. God is | Am. Through faith, you will
experience that God is your fortress and the answer to all
questions.

Sometime before He ascended, our Lord Jesus said, “All
authority in heaven and on Earth has been given to me.
Therefore go.... And surely | am with you always....” This is the
very best assurance to all Christians who fight for the Lord and
spread the Gospel.

If you know that God is “| Am,” that He provides everything,
and that He is the answer to everything, your heart will then be
fanned to flames and hold no fear. If you are like Moses -
knowing God is the true living God, holy and righteous, kind
and merciful, He is “I Am” and the answer to everything — your
life will be transformed and changed. In other words, your
spiritual root will be taken deeply and securely to bear beautiful
fruit of the Spirit.
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Right here Moses truly came to know himself. How should we
put it? When God told him to go and save the Israelites, Moses
replied, “Who am | that | should go to Pharaoh and bring the
Israelites out of Egypt?” (Exodus 3:11). Moses was literally
saying, “l am not qualified, and | am not capable! God, go and
get someone who is more skillful and qualified than me. Who
am |, and will | be capable of doing this?”

Actually, Moses was very capable. He was first adopted by
Pharaoh’s daughter in Egypt and received the best education
along with Pharaoh’s son. The Bible says, “Moses was
educated in all the wisdom of the Egyptians and was powerful
in speech and action” (Acts 7:22). | wonder — if God had
approached Moses when he was 40 years old, Moses probably
would say, “Oh, God! You made a great choice. Right here.
Pick me. Who else could you find?”

Moses was not only well-educated but also physically strong.
Therefore, when he saw the Egyptian beating the Israelites, he
went over and easily killed the Egyptian. Moses was raised up
in the palace, so he became very learned and had a strong
body. But when he was 80 years old, he said, “Who am | that |
should go to Pharaoh?” He was actually saying, “Oh God! | am
incapable!” He had a clearer understanding of himself. When it
comes to the work for the world, all these skill sets are
important. But when it comes to the work for God, all these
worldly skill sets are not very useful.

- Y
N\ N

God works through us, but He does not rely on us for His work.
Perhaps the burning bush enlightened Moses that the flames
of fire did not rely on the bush; otherwise, the bush would have
soon been burned up. However, what if there was no bush?
The flames would not have turned into fire. By the same token,
God accomplishes His work through us, but He never needs us
to finish His work.

We have nothing to boast. We shall not see ourselves more
highly than we ought.

A% | 201756+ = A
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If God works on something through you, it is out of His
compassion and kindness, and He values you. You yourself
shall be humble. The flames of fire started by God will burn
through you but never rely on you.

Moses probably realized this, So he said, “Oh God! Who am 1?
| can’t. | simply can’t!” Just because Moses understood
himself in such a humble manner, he was then used by God.
Therefore, God commended him: “Now Moses was a very
humble man, more humble than anyone else on the face of the
Earth” (Numbers 12:3).
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Today many Christians are highly educated. If we can learn
more about how to be humble before God, we can yield more
God-pleasing service. We should often pray, “Oh, God! If not
for your mercy, grace, and your using me as your instrument, |

would only do evil and accomplish nothing.”

Didn’t Moses stumble at the age of 40?7 He ended up wasting
his life in the wilderness for forty years. If, when he saw the
Egyptian beating the Israelites, Moses had chosen to pray and
to seek God'’s guidance, the ending would have been different.
However, he did not pray at that time; consequently, he fled to
the wilderness and shepherded his flock for forty years, sinking
into despair. Not until he had a clear understanding of himself
before God did Moses clearly grasp God’s purpose and
commission for the Israelites.

Whom God wanted Moses to serve were a large group of
unlovable people. While they were wandering and suffering,
filled with persecution, they were also like the bush full of
thorns that prick one’s hand when touched or picked up. The
Israelites did prick Moses’ hands. When Moses killed the
Egyptian to save his own people, it was nobody but an Israelite
who reported him to Pharaoh.

Moses went through many hardships to lead the Israelites out
of Egypt to the wilderness. Nonetheless, when they did not
have enough water to drink, they started blaming Moses. Later,
when they did not have enough to eat, God gave them manna.
After they ate manna L for a while, they got
tired and grumbled iz against Moses
again.
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God then gave them quail to savor. But after they ate up the
quails, they went back to complaining to Moses and
recollected the old days back in Egypt when they ate fish,
cucumbers and leeks.

The Israelites were so thorny and unlovable, but God still loved
them in His heart. He also wanted Moses to have his mind set
on God’s will, to love them and to rescue them from Egypt. If
he had not set his mind on God’s will, he would not have
perseveringly served to the very end.

K- Cmm————)
2\ Moses accomplished God’s commission I~

Even though Moses truly knew God’s commission and
understood His will, he still went through a period of practice
and struggles, until he willingly shouldered God’s commission.
In the end, God’s commission — to lead the Egyptians out of
Egypt — was accomplished through Moses.

The more Moses knew God'’s will, the better he understood
God’s commission. The more he knew God, the more he
understood himself. Later, Moses was able to serve according
to God'’s will. The last forty years of his life were fully used by
God. As Moses finished his journey on the Earth, he fulfilled
God’s plan to save the Israelites and bring them out of Egypt.
That was indeed glorying God and benefiting people.

When Moses left the Earth, God Himself buried him. In the
New Testament, when Jesus was transfigured on the mountain
(Matthew 17:1-8), Moses and Elijah were standing with our
Lord Jesus. How glorious that scene was!

Dear brothers, if we used to love God with passion and
courage but have now lost our love, heart, and zest, or if we
used to serve the Lord at all costs but have now given more
thought to ourselves, ask God to change us, let us meet God
and be transformed by Him. God wants to use us and renew
us. No matter where we are, may we seek and meet God. As
we have a deeper understanding of God, we will understand
ourselves and God’s will in more depth.

Regardless of how much longer God permits us to live on the
earth, we pray that the path we are to take will please God.
When we reach the end of our earthly lives, our Lord Jesus
Christ will welcome us in His glory to meet with Him face to
face.

“Let us take root deeply and bear fruit abundantly!” May God
bless everyone. Amen!
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Watch to See What He Will Say Unto Me 11

October 28, 2017

Habakkuk 2:1: | will stand upon my watch, and set me upon the tower, and will watch to see what he will say unto me, and what
| shall answer when | am reproved. Let’s talk about the first point: “set a special time and enter into God’s presence.” The Holy
Spirit talks to us as He wishes. But He will be pleased if we set ourselves apart in a special time to seek His counsel. It was the
case with Habakkuk. Seeing the violence of the Chaldeans, he wanted to ask God why God had allowed the injustice. So he said,

“I will stand upon my watch, and set me upon the tower....”

Habakkuk 2:1

| will stand on my guard
post

Here the word for “watch” was also translated as “wards” (Nehemiah 13:30), And station myself on the

“duty” (2 Chronicles) or “watchtower” (Isaiah 21:8). So it was a place where Habak- rampart;
kuk fulfilled his duty as a prophet. Like the “tower,” it might not be a physical place, :gg\}vhw:tl hzefvi‘l'lvitpc:afto
but the prophet Habakkuk was setting himself and time apart in a special place to me,

And how | may reply when
| am reproved.

listen to God’s voice.

Let’s look at two more examples that prophets needed to go into some state in or-

der to hear God. 2 Kings 3:15: But now bring me a minstrel. And it came to pass, when the minstrel played, that the hand of the
LORD came upon him. The king of Israel and Judah fought with the king of Moab, and their troops were lost in the wildness and
without water. They went for help from the prophet Elisha. How did Elisha get words from God? Elisha said: “...now bring me a
minstrel.” The Bible said: “...when the minstrel played, that the hand of the LORD came upon him.” The second example is apos-
tle John in the book of Revelation: | was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and heard behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet, Say-
ing, | am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: and, What thou seest, write in a book, and send it unto the seven churches
which are in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelph-
ia, and unto Laodicea. (John 1:10-11) So how did John go into that vision? The Bible says that he was in the Spirit. It is hard to
understand if we have not had similar experiences. The Bible mentioned that it was on a Sunday. It was meant to tell us that
John was setting himself apart in worshiping and fellowship with the Lord. And all his attention was caught by the Spirit.

From the examples, we see that “set apart oneself to go into God’s presence” is a key to hear from God. There are many ways
that we can go into God’s presence. “Two-way journaling” is certainly one helpful way to do it. Now almost every morning | sit
quietly in front of my computer and start a conversation with God. | talk to Him about recent events or ask some questions. |
write down what | perceive of God’s words to me. (To be continued.)

Pray for us:

1. One of the themes this year is “listening to the Holy Spirit.” Thank God! More and more brothers and sis-

ters are learning two-way communication with God.
2. Continue to pray for revival of our lives and our church.
3. We are determined to pray more for the sick people. May God grant us the gift of healings! (1 Corinthians 12:9)

4. Continue to pray for Dominick’s application for early action schools. We felt God’s leading many times in the process. Even
though we don’t know which school is the best, God knows. We need to trust Dominick in God’s hands for his future.
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We had the great joy of serving at Penn
State and the University of Buffalo’s Fall Re-
treat Oct. 13-15. It always feels like a big
family camping trip. Sleeping bags, pillows, a
bonfire, and a big school bus brought back
many fond memories of all the retreats that
we attended as students in the past.

The special mix of close community,
beautiful fall weather, eating every meal
together, Bible teaching, worship songs, and
prayer inspires many to make important
decisions about their relationship with God. |
know several students in the past have de-
cided to start following Christ at a retreat, or
committed to going on a summer mission
trip, or reconciled with a relative or friend.

One highlight for us was getting to co-
lead Sandy Mackin’s (staff at Penn State)
legendary dating seminar. One student
thanked me and commented that it really
helped her recognize some issues in her cur-
rent dating relationship. Another highlight
was talking with a recent alumnus about his
desire to be a witness for Christ at his work-
place and maybe to join ministry full time in
the future.

It was a busy weekend and a bit more
difficult than | remembered to sleep in those
cabins, but totally worth it to be a part of
building up Christ-centered laborers for a
lifetime. Thank you for your faithful partner-
ship through prayers and giving that allow us
to work with students full time. You are a
huge blessing to us and those we serve!

_W Simonand Abing
1971 Aster Road
Macungie, PA 18062

& :\.jgﬂ/.r
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Epic Fall Retreat
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epic movement

October 26, 2017

Top: Group photo taken with a student’s drone

Left: Abing sharing her testimony Right: Reunion of old Penn State team!

Prayer Requests

1. Praythat God would use the
things learned at retreat to
change students’ lives and cause
them to follow Him more closely.

2. We're still anxiously awaiting an
interview notice from U.S. Immi-
gration. In their last email, they
said check back in two weeks, but
it’s been one month now. Pray it
comes soon!

spang@dodomail.net
(+1) 610-533-0457
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3.

Nov. 6-10, we’ll be going to NC to
help recruit students for Summer
Missions and STINT to East Asia.
Please pray for a safe and fruitful
trip.

Pray for wisdom and boldness as
Simon begins coaching two of the
young men who are serving in
East Asia this year. They are in
the same city Simon was in for
two years.

For His Kingdom,

Sinon, 4//}(% and Nathanae?

Give online: https://give.cru.org/0608060
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Faithful Partners

Impact of your prayers and support

Dearest Ministry Partners to Logan and Ann Winn,

Fall Semester has started!

Georgia State University has enrolled
the largest number of freshmen in its
history! We had the opportunity to
engage with over 400 students dur-
ing these first two weeks of school.
During these two weeks, our students
had the opportunity to create space
for new students on campus to en-
counter Jesus through their outpour-
ing of prayers, the Holy Spirit at work
in them, and their willingness to say
"Yes!" to Jesus by taking bold risks!

e At our Back to School Retreat the
weekend before school started,
our nine student leaders and ap-
prentices (students learning to be
on mission for God at GSU) were
equipped to lead like Jesus by
hearing from God through scrip-
ture, community, and rest.

e As school started, our 20 student
leaders and apprentices were
empowered to engage with
over 400 new students through
being challenged by God in un-
comfortable ways to step out to
have significant spiritual conver-
sations, to pray with new students
and share the gospel of Jesus,
and to invite others to join them
in mission.

o Next week we begin continuing to
follow-up with those we have met
and inviting them into our student
-led small groups. We are begin-
ning this semester with 10

(P . A
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We héd nine students learning to follow into God's mission at Georgia
State University (GSU), and two of our alumni come to volunteer at our
Back To School Retreat.

small groups led by our 20 stu-
dent leaders and apprentices!

IMPORTANT TRANSITION:

As you know, each of us has been
required to raise a budget in order

for this ministry to flourish on campus,
and as a married couple, our budgets
will be combined into one single
budget that we will be raising togeth-
er. Our budget for the new year is
$112,000. Currently we have raised
about 40% of the budget for this new
fiscal year. We are so thankful and
encouraged by new donors, in-
creases and commitments that we
have received this new fiscal year!
We have 60% more to raise, and we
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are trusting and believing that God
will provide for this ministry!

Because we see the financial needs
of the ministry at GSU, Logan will be
committing to step back from cam-
pus for the next six weeks to fully
focus on raising up ministry part-
ners and financial support so that
we can continue to provide this
ministry to students at GSU. At this
time, Ann will be remaining on
campus. In the short term, it will
be difficult to step away from how
God is moving this year at GSU, but
in the long term, taking this time to
fully focus on fund development will
help the future of this ministry!
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Would you consider partnering or continue to partner to help us reach our goals?

For THOSE CURRENTLY NOT GIVING: Will you_join our support team with a Monthly Sustaining Gift of $30,
$50 or $75 or a Monthly Major Gift of $100, $150, or $200?

For THOSE GIVING: Would you consider increasing your giving by $25-$50 a month?

For EVERYONE: Do you know people who would like to hear about the ministry? Would you be willing to host
a dessert event and invite your friends to hear about InterVarsity at Georgia State University (GSU)?

Pray with Us:

Please continue to pray with us for:

e Vision for staff and students as we continue to follow Jesus into doing mission on campus
e Student leaders and apprentices to grow in their love for Jesus this semester

e Students to learn to rest in God, so that they can place their hope in and burdens onto Him
e Provision in funding and new networks to open up for ministry partnerships

¢ New students we have met the last two weeks to be open to receiving God into their lives

A few of our students who were out on campus,
taking time out of their busy schedules to meet new
students with God's heart by hearing their stories
and feeding them with donuts!

THANK YOU for your prayerful consideration! We

Our students doing a "Calling Party" in the first pictur are so grateful for your prayers, support & en-
to follow up with the 400 we met! In the second photo couragement!

we have the students out in the library plaza talking to

Stuieq}f about uCI’(;jCial relgtior]ships': thley want to Our mailing address is:

make this year and engaging in spiritual conversa- 3664 Gambrell Lane

tions.
ions Atlanta, GA 30319
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very day, many things

happen in this world;

among those, which left a

deep impression on you?
The 19th National Congress of the
CPC, Weinstein sexual harassment
charges in Hollywood, or human be-
ings seeing the gravitational wave for
the first time? Every big event arous-
es our thinking. Thank the Lord,
when we see these things from eter-
nal eyes, we will have different sight.
The world and its desires pass away,
but whoever does the will of God
lives forever.

Security check entrance

Last month we moved to Xinjiang,
and we are still in the period of excite-
ment and shock caused by the new
culture. It’s so different from inland.
As is known to all, the area is full of
roadblocks and entrance guards here.
Every school, campus, company, and
residential area has entrance guards.
Nobody can go in without an entrance
guard card. Our ID is required to be
registered when we go to the cam-
pus. Sometimes, like during the 19th
National Congress of the CPC, even
if we give ID to be registered, we are
not allowed to enter. During the na-
tional holidays, students are required
to report to the university counselor

where they are every day. Two times
we invited students to our house on
the weekend, and we heard their uni-
versity counselor call them and ask
them where they were. If they went to
visit someone of the Han nationality,
that was not so bad. If they went to
minority people’s homes, that would
be troublesome, and they would need
to explain more. Yesterday | heard
that a coworker in Hami (another city
of Xinjiang province) was put into
prison. A few coworkers were put into
prison in the inland area, but not a
few were put into prison here. There
are security checks in hospitals, su-
permarkets, vegetable markets, BRT
stations and so on, as in the airport.
Every 300 meters on the street,
there’s a police station. Anyone who
goes into the gas station has to swipe
his ID at the entrance and swipe it
again on the gas station machine be-
fore he refuels.

It really costs a lot to maintain sta-
bility, as each department is sur-
rounded by an iron fence, equipped
with monitor and needing so many
security guards. The community of-
ficer knows each house’s information,
as all people are required to register
when they move into the community.
There’s a unique policy here, that Wei
nationality people coming to Urumqi
from south Xinjiang are ordered to go
back to their hometowns and can’t
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come again soon. When you walk on
the street, some officers may sudden-
ly stop you and examine your cell-
phone. They connect your cellphone
with their examining machine to see if
there’s any terrorism information in
your phone. But this is aimed more at
Wei nationality people. One day |
went to a market with two students.
The security guard didn’t say anything
when | went in, but he ordered the
two students to show their IDs be-
cause they are Wei people. | really
felt awkward as we three went there
together, but he checked only their
IDs. These security measures have
certain benefits, but does people’s
security really increase? Won't the
law evoke more people’s resistance?
Pray God show mercy!

Thank the Lord, we have settled
down. Our daughter caught a cold for
several days, which made us a little
worried. After getting well from the
cold, she had diarrhea several days,
but finally got well under prayers. We
need to learn the Wei language
(Uyghur) because many students
can’t communicate well in Chinese
Mandarin. Actually, there are many
surprises for us in this magical land—
there are many kinds of cheap fruits,
hand pilaf, stir-fried chicken with big
dishes and so on. Xinjiang food is so
delicious! We also can drink fresh
milk every day for just 6 RMB per li-
ter.
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Leadership Training with Catalytic Strategy

Praise God for the Catalytic Training, a training on how to
involve students and volunteers in leading movements on
campuses where there are no staff teams. We had 58 Student
-Led Movement (SLM) staff, volunteers, and student leaders
who came together from 20 countries of the southern and
eastern Africa. The training took place from August 1-6 in Dar
es Salaam, Tanzania. During our high school (campus students
are on holidays) visit, | was able to personally lead five stu-
dents to Christ. Two of them were Muslims. Please pray for
Amina as she decided to join our discipleship group on that

campus and she will be persecuted for her faith.

During the six days of trainings, we basically covered

Tariku posing for picture with
those who prayed and gave
their lives to Christ

Buze speaking to high school
students

Please pray for us:

1. God give us good memory, listening and pronuncia-
tion to learn the Wei language.

2. Xinjiang’s high-pressure policy causes many Wei peo-
ple’s dissatisfaction, and social contradictions easily
become worse. Pray God give wisdom to the politi-
cians.

3. Pray God soften the hearts of the Wei people, let
them have the desire to learn the truth. The Wei
friends here are very sensitive to belief and unwilling

Words of Blessing | December 2017
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Studied the epistle of Colossians together. We had our
brother Andy Atkins from the UK to take us through such
and inductive Bible study. We greatly enjoyed it.

Deep Life — we refined our goal of raising multiplying
disciples on campus by 2020. Multiplying disciples are
student disciples who disciple another student and raise
leaders who take action to help fulfill the help Great
Commission. We are trusting God for 112,000 more mul-
tiplying disciples. Please pray for this faith-stretching goal
as it is not easy to raise disciples who really do multiply.
Multiplying disciples are those who plan and execute the
works of evangelism, discipleship, and leadership on their

campuses.

Catalytic strategy for furthering God’s kingdom on un-
reached cam-
puses by identi-
fying key volun-
teers, envision-
ing, empowering
and coaching

them. We are

trusting in God
to start spiritual movements on 400 more campuses by

2020. Please pray for our team.

e 100% Sent — a strategy to envision students to be-
come kingdom laborers through lifetime commitment to
build spiritual movements while on campus and after
they leave campus. This strategy aims at making students
lifetime laborers of God’s kingdom beyond campus so

that they become true salt and light of the world wherev-

Caleb & Sandy 2017.10 newsletter

to talk about such topics as they are under strong
pressure.

I have known three Wei students. Pray to the Lord
that we can have good relationships.

| found there are more churches here than in Chong-
ging, but few churches do cross-cultural ministry. Pray
that the Lord give the burden for minority people to
local churches.

God supply all our financial needs.
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Lessons from our discussions: "DOi I dO'"
, [ ]

e The gospel is Good News and not good advice.

er their careers may take them.

e The centrality of Christ should characterize who we
are and what we do. Christ is everything, and we
need to dwell in him.

e We need to be rooted in the Word of God if we are

to produce healthy multiplying disciples.

e We need to encourage students to disciple just five
students. This way they can go deep with them
and help them multiply.

e We need to go after scope, reaching ALL campuses ello, Friends! There's
of the area by maximizing on student volunteers. quite a bit of updates

in this newsletter, so

I'd like to begin with

some happy news:

e  Spiritual growth is all about realizing our broken-
ness and dependence on God and getting close to
the Cross.

e We make disciples to become lifelong laborers, I'm engaged!

since being a sent one is not accidental but inten- .
. As the pictures may suggest, | am
tional. . .
no longer in SE Asia. | left the coun-

e  We affirm that embracing the kingdom mindset try 4 May 2017 when my student

helps raise lifetime laborers. visa expired. I'm now residing in

Next steps: Japan with my fiancé, Eric, and his parents, waiting for my second

visa to be issued. It's difficult to say when this process will be com-

* Praying and fasting and extreme dependence on pleted, since there is some extra paperwork associated with my

God as we cannot raise 112,000 multiplying disci- new work visa, along with the typical government bureaucratic

ples and open 400 more campuses with spiritual processes to take place, but I'm hoping to be back in Long Beach by

movements by ourselves early August.

e  Coaching and mentoring for national and local lev- . . . . .

& & The timing of all of this has been a huge blessing, since Eric and |
el student-led movement laborers . . o S .
were able to coordinate my visa transition with his summer holiday

*  Build personal, team and organizational leadership at DTS. We planned to have the engagement ceremony during this
capacity through the upcoming resilience training time, so both my parents as well as my brother, Sean, were able to
in Awassa, Ethiopia, 4-10 December. come out. It was such a wonderful time and blessing to be able to

Buze and | THANK YOU for your prayers, love, care and see them again and spend time with Eric's family in Japan!

ip!
gospel partnership! You may have questions about the progress in Long Beach before

Buze and | do love . .
I left. Well, | have quite a report to give!

you and pray for you
as well. e | completed my first year of learning the national language. It's
) been a challenge, and of course there's always new vocabulary
Blessings, to add, but | am confidently conversationally fluent in the na-

Buze and Tariku Fufa tional language. Next year will be dedicated to taking trips out

to local language areas and beginning learning the local lan-
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guage that | end up choosing.

My teammates and | successfully
purchased the English language
school (at which | was taking my
language classes) from the previous
owner, a fellow worker of a different
org. My teammates are currently

working on the transition of owner-

model for the school.

Our hopes and plans for this school
are to continue using it as a platform
for other workers coming in and as
platform for our org and future
workers in our town. My next visa is
a teaching visa to teach English part

time at the school next year.

HEHREBER

left we connected with a local Fel-
low Friend who speaks one of our
target languages as his first lan-

guage. He is very interested in be-
coming a Fellow Worker with us in

our BT endeavors!

ship and setting up our new business

e Thank our Father that right before |

Requests to Lift Up:

My fiancé Eric, our time together, our time with his fami-
ly, and his classes at DTS that he will start again in Au-
gust.

The wedding planning, most of which will take place with
me overseas.

My future in-laws, Fellow Workers in our same org who
are in the middle of a role transition as they have accept-
ed a new assignment.

My teammates, as they set up the school. There have
been a few stressful surprises that have popped up, and
the transition has ended up a bit more expensive than we

initially calculated. Please pray that we'll be able sort all

our needs out and
proceed with the
school.

My future visa. There

have been some ad- 7‘
ditional steps we've ﬂ;‘ b
needed to take be-

fore beginning this visa application process. Pray that the
visa comes in at the right time with no further issues.
Our Fellow Friend who is interested in joining our work.
Pray that our Father continues to grow his heart for his

people and continues down the road to partnership.

Thank you all so much for continually lifting me up to our Fa-

ther. Eric and | are very excited moving forward in our relation-

ship and are pleased to announce that our wedding date is set

for 4 August 2018 in Atlanta, GA. Please keep us in your

thoughts as we move forward with planning, working together,

and preparing our hearts to unite as one under our Father.

Blessings,

Christine

My email address is: christine_chiang@kastanet.org

Website for Financial Partnership and/or subscribe for Up-
dates

Should you like to give by check, please email me at the
above address or reply to this email and | will send you
specific instructions
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Hi, brothers and sisters in Christ! My name is Teddy, and I'm
a freshman at Chattahoochee High School. Today, I'm going
to talk about the experience | had at my first mission trip,
Whirlwind.

| went to Whirlwind because | thought it would be
fun playing with the kids and spreading the Gospel to them. |
never had the intention of getting to know Christ more or of
having a huge impact on the kids there.

The first day, | didn't know any of the kids from that
complex. | was just passing around the football and playing
with them. When | met them, at first | was super shy, but
then | realized that | came here to serve God and to be with
the kids that whole week. | got myself out of my comfort
zone and started talking to them about God and how God
loves people. | met a lot of great kids there who really be-
came attached to me, and | liked them a lot. | wouldn't have
had enough courage to do any of this if it weren't for God
Himself giving me the love to pass on to the kids.

Throughout the week, | learned more about the
kids, but the most important thing was that I learned a lot
more about our awesome God through our morning devo-
tions that Scott led. During the Bible time with kids, we had
opportunities to read Bible stories to them and to share our
testimonies about how God leads us in our daily lives. Every
day during Bible time, | would always have more kids to read
to and preach the Gospel to. While | was reading the Bible
stories, all the kids were so fascinated by the work of God.
When | asked some questions related to the stories, they
were able to respond properly and told all about God and
who Jesus was.

During the week at Whirlwind, | was so touched by
God and also felt that those kids are in need of God. |
prayed for each of them and for their hearts to be touched
by our God and His love.

That's when God showed Himself to me. He made
it clear that He is so real and that what He has done for me

34

and those kids is truly amazing. Before, | was struggling with
my faith, but through the week-long Whirlwind mission trip,
| became stronger in my faith in God. | felt that my relation-
ship with God became closer during the mission trip when |
was preaching the Gospel to kids and attending the morning
devotions with the team members.

The Whirlwind mission trip was a great experience
for me, as | felt deeply that God was among us, guiding us
when we served Him. All because of His love and Amazing
Grace for His children! Amen!

In Him!

Teddy
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Hey, every-
one, my
name is Ted-

a Christian

family, but |

was never a
true Christian. | would come to
church sometimes, knowing the ba-
sics of who God was and what Jesus

A did for us, but | never took it serious-

ly.

This went on until | went into the
eighth grade. My need for God came
more quickly and more seriously. |
started to attend church services and
go to Youth Group regularly and get
more involved with the church activi-
ties.

I went to a Whirlwind mission
trip for the first time this past sum-
mer. There, | started to acknowledge
who God truly is and how He loves
people. | really wanted to be saved
that week while | was crying out to
God. When | came back from the mis-
sion trip, everything was going great,
| was becoming a better follower of

Jesus.

A week later, | started to go
downhill, and | stopped praying and
reading the Bible. | felt like God had
changed me through the mission trip,
but | wasn't saved yet. As the sum-

AL IITWVWVE T <O

mer went on, | just wasn't doing that
well in my Christian life.

Near the end of summer, | went
to an overnight Christian camp. | only
went because it was really fun, and |
never even thought about growing
my faith there. One night, during the
worship, | was so touched by God,
and | felt His presence. At the end of
the sermon, people who weren't
saved were asked to stay after every-
one else left. | was thinking to myself,
"Should I leave or stay?" While | was
thinking about it, God called me to
stay.

As everyone left the building and
only a few people still sitting down, |
looked around and started praying
and crying out to God. A counselor
approached me and started to pray
with me. We kept talking about how
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wonderful God is and how forgiving
He is. We started to pray for long
periods of time, and | was crying so
hard and asking for God's for-
giveness, and | asked God to save me.
After | left the building, | felt peace in
my heart and felt so calm. | asked
God again that night, "Am | truly
saved?"

On the second to last day of the
camp, we had a late-night worship at
11:00 p.m. | just stood in the corner
near the back, quieting my heart and
praying to God. | prayed a lot but not
enough. | was worshiping with my
soul and | was pouring my heart out
to God. That same night, | prayed to
Him again for forgiveness, and | want-
ed to be saved by His grace and to
have eternal life.

B.iE | 20174+ = A
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At an early age, | always wondered about things,
and | had many questions that did not get answered.
Where did we come from? Where are we going after
we die? What is the meaning of life? What is right
and wrong? What is good and bad? Later, as | was
getting older and more mature, the questions got big-
ger and more complicated. How to grow myself —
especially my soul, my mind? How to deal with a
tough situation? How to deal with failure? How do |
balance everything and have a relationship
someone else?

Because of these questions, l(fe

lost. | did not know where to go. in marriage and life. | feel like | am more confi-

dent now because | know myself better. | know

Coming to the United States was such a big 8hal- . what | am good at and also know where | can
lenge to me. Everything was new and different. How strengthen my weakness. It is easier for me to
could | get adjusted to everything and live a life here? feel happy, and | am more grateful. |1 am getting
| was feeling so frustrated. Language, driving, study- * frustrated less because | am better at controlling
ing, finding a job, being married, culture conflicts, my feelings, and | learned to think from different
homesickness... | don't remember how many times | standpoints. | know | can lean on God when the
wanted to give up and go back to where | was. " situation seems difficult or frustrating. | have
learned to accept the fact and find a way to un-
derstand better.

Until | knew that there is God and that | can fol-
low His lead, and He will point out the right direction
for me. With my faith in God, | realized that | am here God enlightened me, inspired me, and
to experience life, no matter if it is sweet like honey saved me. | wish | would've known God when |
or tough like a rock. And when the situation is bad, * was younger. But knowing that | will be a Chris-
God is here to help me get through. Sometimes, tian for the rest of my life, | feel so lucky.
when | feel that | failed, it is probably because God

~Jun Chen
closed the wrong
door and directed
me to the right way
that | should go.

With God's bless-
ings, | passed the
CPA exams on the
very first try. |
found a great job
that | like. 1 am
better at dealing
with relationships

Words of Blessing | December 2017 51




BB RE

My name is Leo. |
was born in a Chris-
tian family and
taught about God
and how to follow
his ways since the
time | was little.
Knowing that Jesus
is with me all the

time, | always pray
to Him and find rest in Him whenever | run into trou-
bles in life. He cares about me in all my struggles and
whenever | am down or happy. People become Chris-
tians when they believe in Jesus in their hearts so we
won’t be sinners. Salvation is a gift of grace because
we have all sinned, but when Jesus died, He died for
our sins. God provided a gift for us in Jesus Christ, so

we can be saved by God’s grace through our belief in

Christ Jesus.

Getting baptized is very important for me, so |
will end my sinful life and have a new life in Christ. My
life was different when | hadn’t accepted Jesus in my
life yet, because | was a sinner, but when | learned
about Christ Jesus and accepted Him in my heart, my
sin was forgiven, and now | have eternal life.

52

The Testimony of Praise

I I i my name is

Paco. When | was

young, | didn't know

who Christ was. When

| moved to the States,

| went to church for

the first time, but |

still didn't really know who He was. Then |
started reading the Bible and started
knowing God’s words, and they have in-
spired me.

After that | started participating in
church activities and worshipping him with
all my heart. | started praying and talking
to God, and then | admitted my sin and
what | have done wrong.

After having faith in the Lord, | decided
to get baptized, because | want to be truly
believing in the Lord. | know that he will
always be by my side, protecting me, and
he will be the only God in my heart. | have
accepted Christ as my Savior.
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Before | really accepted Jesus Christ
into my life, my mother took me to
church with her every Sunday. At
first, | didn’t even know the meaning
of going to church, but after | wit-
nessed the power of her prayer, |
started to realize that Jesus Christ is
really among us! Later, my mom per-
suaded me to read the Bible, and
that’s how | knew more about the Lord. | also read and heard a lot of
stories about His greatness, deeds and grace. | put my faith in my
Lord more because | feel safe in Him. Whenever there were difficul-
ties that were troubling me, | put my faith in Him and prayed. | felt
confident after | prayed because the Lord gave me strength. My Lord
never disappoints me, because | know He’s my Savior, and He will
guide me through everyday life. | definitely should not be ashamed
because of Him. As long as | have the Lord in my life, | will not back
down. | have many weaknesses, but the Lord knows them. | want to
know more about Him. As | went through more with my Lord, | real-
ized that being a Christian is not easy. There’s lot of trouble waiting
for me to overcome. In the beginning, | didn’t know why, but soon |
realized that all these troubles can help me stay in touch with Christ.
Christ died for me and everyone. He saved my life from sin and
death. | want to love Him for that, but | know I’'m not doing well
enough. | need to do better. I’'m not worthy to be His child, but He

welcomes me with open arms. He saved me not because of my do-

ing; he saved me be-
cause of His grace.
I'm here to be bap-
tized because | be-
lieve Jesus Christ is
my Lord and my Sav-
ior.

~ Kwan Lam

Hi, my name is Tony
Wang, and | am 16
years old. | was raised by my
grandparents in Changle, Chi-
na, until | was 6. Like the rest
of the members in my family,
they practiced Buddhism. So, |
too, followed my grandmother
to the worship temples every
morning until | came to Ameri-
ca. Back in China, | used to be
this wild and wayward kid who
would run away from home a
lot. | had really bad anger is-
sues and a huge temper, often
throwing objects at family
members and kicking down
doors when things didn’t go
my way. After coming to Amer-
ica, | met one of my mom'’s
friends, whom | call Aunt Kim,
while living in Ohio. Soon
afterward, Mom left to work in

Georgia and later decided to
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settle there. During that time, | was put under her
friend’s care, and she taught me about God and
opened the Scriptures to me, essentially leading

me to Christianity.

While living with Aunt Kim’s family, it soon
became a custom that every day we would come
to read our Bibles, sing hymns together, and pray
together — always gathered in one place when it
came time for us to glorify God. One year followed
another, and | soon became reluctant to leave her
family. Because my mom was busy working all the
time, she soon gave in and allowed me to live with
Aunt Kim’s family all the way until 8th grade, with
the condition of staying with her every summer in

Georgia.

But even though | was exposed to living a
Christian life while living with my mom’s friend and
her family, | didn’t really grasp God’s ways or un-
derstand how to serve Him. | knew that God’s Son,
Christ Jesus, died on the cross for us for our sins,
and | read the Bible, but | didn’t really take in the

R REE
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“meaning” and depth of things — of Jesus and his
love. In reference to the Parable of the Sower, |

was like the seeds sown on the paths.

During my 5th and 6th grade years, things
started to go rough for me. At school, | started to
face a lot of peer pressure, as | was desperate to fit
in among a group of popular kids. | grew conscious
of the clothes | wore and how | acted around them,
and | chose particular hobbies. At school, the large
amount of homework | got became more and more
challenging. | became stressed and felt a lot of
pressure under the increasing amount of science
fair projects, essays, PowerPoints, etc., that were
required of me — a drastic transition from elemen-
tary school to middle school. Moreover, | was
often frustrated and angry, sometimes not finding
a particular reason to be. So during that time frame
| often found myself venting my anger at the peo-
ple around me, and | was often annoyed or irritat-
ed when pestered with questions. | became stub-
born and talked back to adults around me when
confronted over some mistakes | made. As a result,
| would often find myself being rude to my mom’s

friend and tended to use to the wrong choice of

words, making others angry. When one of Aunt

Kim’s sons, who was in 4th grade at the time,
asked for my help on his homework, | was very
impatient when he couldn’t figure out the answer
to a problem even after | explained, so | would in-
sult him. Oftentimes, when | was mad and was ar-
guing with one of her sons, | had the tendency to

use my fists.
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Later, however, when | was scolded and con-
fronted for my wrongdoings, | slowly started to
reflect on myself and to recall several years of be-
ing taught about Jesus and how we should walk in
His way. | began to feel the urge to ask God for
help. Hence, at the end of the day, | started pray-
ing for God’s forgiveness and mercy, His deliver-
ance from my times of hardships, and help in liv-
ing my life for Jesus and learning to follow His
ways. | suddenly felt the desire to change my life

around. | was filled with regrets.

Each time | prayed about something that was
upsetting or worrying me, | tended to find God
answering my prayers in one way or another. Be-
cause of that, I truly changed from a disobedient
troublemaker to a quiet, disciplined youth, know-
ing not to stray from God’s righteous path. He has
given me intelligence, which has allowed me to do
well in school to this day. Furthermore, | came to
realize that | could find comfort through prayer

and faith in Jesus. Looking back, I'd say it wasn’t
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until 6th grade that | was truly certain that | really
needed Jesus in my life and yearned for His salva-
tion.

Salvation, to me, is a lifetime commitment,
because God’s grace can be given as well as taken
away. One cannot be promised salvation until one
has stayed with God and Christ Jesus till the very
end. For we know that it is by God’s grace through
our faith in the Lord that we are saved and not by

our works.

Today | stand here wanting to be baptized
because | want to follow Jesus’s example when He
was baptized by John. Baptism signifies my faith in
the Lord. and by undergoing it, | want to show
others that | am willing to begin a new life in Christ

and lay down my old, sinful life.

So here in the presence of the church and
congregation before God, | admit that | am a sin-
ner, and | accept Jesus Christ into my heart as my
Savior.

Do not Fear
for I am with you

Isaiah 41:10
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